OLD MAN BECOMES MILITARY GENERAL
Siberian Anabasis soon became an everyday expression.
"I had to come out against Clemenceau also at that time. He sent a French General from Roumania and demanded that with our troops, which I should allow to be declared as a section of the French army, I should go to Bessarabia, where the Roumanians were fighting against the Germans. I had unfavourable reports of the situation there. Therefore I wanted, first of all, to form my own judgement on the state of affairs in that quarter. So I went down there and spoke with the King and the generals and looked over the troops. I found that the soldiers were already on short rations; how could I allow a whole army to share their food? I found out also that some circles in Roumania were already thinking of peace.
"Then I got out of Russia as quickly as I could. I also had to take account of approaching events, for I felt that peace was coming. So I arranged for the control of our army and hastened across Japan to America. There I had to gain Wilson's support and public opinion in favour of our new State."